Oxford and its Story

receive my soul," bathed his hands in the flame that
blazed up about him, and stroked his face. The
powder exploded, and he " soon died with very little
pain or none." Ridley was less fortunate, for the fire
being lit beneath and the faggots heaped above, the
flames burnt his legs slowly away, and did not ignite
the gunpowder round his neck, Amid cries to heaven
of" Lord, Lord, receive my soul," and " Lord have
mercy upon me," he screamed in his agony to the
bystanders to let the fire come unto him. His
brother-in-law with awkward kindness threw on more
wood, which only kept down the flame. It was not
till the lower part of his body had been burned away
that he fell over, " and when the flame touched the
gunpowder he was seen to stir no more."

The lot of Cranmer was still more pathetic, and
made a yet deeper impression upon the popular mind.
He, like the others, had been .examined in S. Mary's
(7th September 1555). He had appeared clad in a
fair black gown with his hood on his shoulders, such
as Doctors of Divinity used to wear, and in his hand
was a white staff. The aged Archbishop confronted
there the Pope's Legate, who sat on a raised dais
ten feet high, with cloth of state, very richly and
sumptuously adorned, at the east end of the church*
Summoned to answer to a charge of blasphemy,
incontinency and heresy, he refused as firmly as the
others to recognise the authority of the Bishop of
Rome within this kingdom.

" I protest," he said, " I am no traitor. I have made an
oath to the King and t must obey the King by God's law.
By the Scripture the King is chief and no foreign person in
his own realm above him. The Pope is contrary to the
Crown; \ cannot obey both, for no man can serve two
masters at once. You attribute the keys to the Pope and
the sword to the King. I say the King hath both."

Before further proceedings were taken against the
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